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SUBJECT: MTN - THE US NEGOTIATING OBJECTIVES 

REF: STATE 308918 

1 . FOLLOWING KEYED TO QUESTIONS RAISED IN PARA TWO 
OF REFTEL 

A. THE UNITED STATES AT PRESENT ENJOYS 
PREFERENTIAL TRADE TREATMENT SIMILAR TO UK, 
FRANCE, AND OTHER MOST FAVORED NATIONS. NO 
SPECIFIC TARIFF CONCESSIONS WOULD MAKE US 
GOODS ANY MORE ATTRACTIVE. IN THOSE AREAS 
WHERE THE US IS IN THE MARKET ITS GOODS ARE 
COMPETETIVE. FOR EXAMPLE 90 PERCENT OF ALL 
HEAVY EARTH MOVING EQUIPMENT SOLD IN 1975 WAS 
MANUFACTURED BY CATERPILLAR. 

B. THOSE NON-TARIFF MEASURES WHICH ADVERSELY 
AFFECT US TRADE ARE NOT OF GOVERNMENT ORIGIN. 

THE SMALL SIZE OF THE MAURITIAN MARKET (UNDER 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 PORT L 00035 141543Z 

ONE MILLIGN PEOPLE), THE LONG SHIPPING DISTANCE 
INVOLVED (14,000) MILES), AND THE FACT THAT 
THERE IS NO DIRECT SHIPPING BETWEEN THE UNITED 
STATES AND MAURITIUS LIMITS US TRADE WITH 
MAURITIUS. THE EXTRA COSTS AND DELAY IN TIME 
CAUSED BY THE NEED TO TRANS-SHIP ALL CARGO 
ARE THE TWO MAIN DETERRENTS TO US TRADE. 
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C. DUE TO HIATUS IN GOVERNMENT BECAUSE OF 
RECENT GENERAL ELECTIONS, EMBASSY HAS BEEN 
UNABLE ASCERTAIN WHAT GOM POSITION AND GOALS 
MIGHT BE IN MTN. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE MAURITIUS'S 
MAJOR EXPORT TO THE UNITED STATES IS SUGAR. 

THIS ALREADY APPEARS ON THE GSP LIST. MAURITIUS'S 

OTHER EXPORT ITEMS ARE MANUFACTURED GOODS 

PRODUCED FOR EXPORT ONLY. CERTAIN OF THESE 

ITEMS, SUCH AS LED'S FOR DIGITAL WATCHES AND 

COMPUTERS ARE EXPORTED TO THE US DUTY FREE 

UNDER THE UNITED STATES GSP. THE LARGEST SEGMENT 

OF MAURITIAN MANUFACTURED GOTDS NOT PERMITTED INTO THE 

UNITED STATES UNDER THE GSP ARE THE TEXTILE 

PRODUCTS. 

D. A COPY OF THE CUSTOMS TARIFF ORDINANCE 

OF 1969, STILL THE BASIC TRADE DOCUMENT OF THE 
MAURITIAN GOVERNMENT, WITH ITS NUMEROUS 
AMENDMENTS WILL BE POUCHED ASAP. 

KELLEY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COMMODITY AGREEMENTS, PREFERENTIAL TARIFFS, MARKET SURVEYS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 14-Jan-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PORTL00035 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770014-1139 
Format: TEL 
From: PORT LOUIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 51 /aaaabsep. tel 

Line Count: 83 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 313d71d9-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION COME 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 308918 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3596268 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MTN - THE US NEGOTIATING OBJECTIVES 
TAGS: ETRD, MP, MTN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/313d71d9-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



